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Scoil na Cordine Mhuire Visual Arts Plan

Introductory Statement and Rationale

This plan was discussed and drafted in January 2020, revised in April 2022 and again January 2023.
The rationale is:

To benefit teaching and learning in our school

To conform to principles of learning outlined in the Primary School Curriculum 1999.

To review the existing plan for visual arts in light of changed emphases and new methodologies
outlined in the Primary School Curriculum

To plan a core programme for each level
To extend the development of visual arts education with outside agencies
Vision and Aims

(a) Vision

We seek to assist the children in our school in achieving their potential and are committed to the
holistic development of the child by engaging them in as many experiences in visual arts
throughout their time in Scoil na Cordine, keeping in line with our school ethos.

(b) Aims
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for visual arts

- To help the child develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world, and to provide for
aesthetic experience

- To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms

- To enable the child to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art media and to
have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design and communicate with different art
materials

- To promote the child’s understanding of and personal response to creative processes involved
in making two and three-dimensional art

- To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression, inventiveness
and individuality

- To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity and the
achievement of potential through art activities

- To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts

- To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and craftspeople
might relate to his/her own work



1. Strands and strand units

- Teachers are familiar with the strands/strand units/content objectives for the relevant class
level as well as the content of the core programme of Scoil na Cordine Mhuire.
- Teachers choose a range of activities for all strands for each class
- Teachers ensure that there is continuity and progression from class to class by following
the recommended content for their class level from the school core programme
- The school creates opportunities for children
o to look at and respond to their natural and living environment through exploration
of line, shape, form, colour and texture
o to see how artists, craftspeople and designers work with, within and in response to
their environments through looking and responding to work of artists
o to look at and respond to art works and to make connections between what they
observe and their own work
o to look at and respond to their own art and the art of their peers
- We ensure that children have a choice in materials they may select for their own use in
making art
- Children have opportunities children have to use other media
- Children are given plenty of opportunities to develop sensitivity, informally and in context,
to the qualities of
o line
o shape
o form
o pattern and rhythm
o colour and tone
o texture and spatial organisation
- Children experience a variety of approaches, e.g. receive a stimulus and then create,
experiment, discover, engage in whole class work, individual work, pairs, groups, projects.
- Local, national, international artists are all included in looking and responding to artists’
work.
- In each lesson time is spent on stimulus, activity and evaluation.

2. Children with different needs

- Teachers support and ensure the participation of children with special needs. Teachers
differentiate within the subject in terms of resource and ability to cater for their needs.
- Children with exceptional ability/talent encouraged also.

3. Linkage and integration

- Visual arts lends itself to integration with other subjects — either to one subject or through
theme-based activities. These are recorded under each subject area and the themes are
commented on in the cintas miosuil on the primary planning tool.
- Linkage occurs across the strands
- Language:
o The school creates opportunities for pupils to discuss and talk about their own and
others’ work in visual arts



o We enable children to develop a visual vocabulary for looking at and critiquing the
visual arts through using the looking and responding questions/guidelines included
in the core programme as a resource

4. Assessment and record keeping

- Teachers assess on completion of a strand through

o Self-assessment

o Conferencing

o Portfolio Assessment

o Teacher observation

o Teacher-designed tasks

o Work samples, portfolios, projects
- The information gained from the formative assessments will be used by the class teacher to
inform future planning and to assess the development of the children.
- This information is shared with parents at parent-teacher meetings and end of year reports
and throughout the year through art displays on corridor and in halla etc
- Art is recorded in the yearly report

5. Equality of participation and access

- Every child participates in visual arts activities. Equal opportunities are afforded to all
regardless of gender, ethnic background or socio-economic status.

6. Timetable

- Time is allocated at each level for visual arts. Time can be blocked for project work when
relevant. Discrete time can also be used for Visual Arts.

- We aim to cover the six strands as equally as possible. This is not over-restrictive allowing
for flexibility for individual teacher’s, class’s or project needs. However, all six strands will
be covered each year.

7. Displays
- In school; in the classroom, school corridor/hall, on window of school etc.
- Outside school; In the church (sacraments), locality (competitions etc), Heritage Centre
- Twitter

8. Resources and ICT

- Each teacher also stores materials and resources in their classroom.

- Materials are purchased by individual teachers at the beginning of each year.

- If anybody wishes to add any resource/materials to a wish list for visual arts the principal
can be contacted.

- Children use ICT for visual arts

- Use of the internet is governed by user safety policy which is both familiar to teachers and
children alike.

9. Health and safety



- Teachers always remind children of health and safety issues pertaining to the visual
arts, e.g. use of scissors, toxic paint and inhalation of glues etc. Children are always
supervised during these lessons. All art equipment will be stored safely out of the reach
of students.

10. Individual teachers’ planning and reporting

- The whole school plan and the curriculum documents for visual arts provide
information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and short-term planning.
- Teachers plan by using both a strand and thematic approaches and upload plans onto
the primary planning tool.

- The Cuntas Miosuil serves as a means of recording the strands covered on a monthly
basis by each class teacher and standard; and helps inform future planning by both
individuals and the whole-school. They also serve as a means to monitor the visual arts
plan.

11. Staff development

- All continual professional development is posted on one note each month and staff are
encouraged to participate in any courses deemed appropriate to the needs of the
school.

- Time is allocated at staff meetings when necessary to discuss aspects of the visual arts
programme including upcoming competitions and themes.

12. Parental involvement

- Parents are involved in supporting the visual arts plan through encouragement of their
children and by displaying works at home.

- The visual arts plan is communicated to parents through the school website blog.

- Parents can support their child in fostering interest in the visual arts by encouraging
children to participate in all related activities by displaying their work and by inculcating
a genuine appreciation of artistic talent in the wider world.

- Parents will be notified of student progression at PT meetings and in school reports.

13. Community links

- Children display their work locally in the church, on Twitter and on our website which
can be viewed www.scoilnacoroinemhuire.ie

- Teachers will act upon opportunities which arise to invite artists and those working in
the arts to speak to the children.

- Students will continue to enter local and national art competitions, local exhibitions
and festivals.

14. Success criteria
- How will we know that the plan has been implemented?

Teachers’ will prepare their visual arts programme based on the school plan and will follow the
outlined core programme.

- Will we know that the plan has achieved its aims through
Feedback from teachers/parents/pupils/community

Feedback from inspectors’ suggestions/report


http://www.scoilnacoroinemhuire.ie/

Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities The plan will be supported, developed and implemented by the
principal and staff who will co-ordinate the progress of the plan, encourage and accept feedback on
its implementation and report to staff on findings. It will be monitored and evaluated each year

(b) Timeframe Beginning February 2023

Review due February 2025

It will be necessary to review this plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum implementation of the
visual arts curriculum in the school.

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

(b) Those involved in the review
o Teachers o Pupils o Parents
o BoM/DES



15. Visual Arts School Plan Scoil na Cordine Mhuire

CLASSES Junior/Senior RANGANNA 1/2 RANGANNA 3/4 RANGANNA 5/6
Infants
Strand To include Still Life | To include Still Life To include Still Life To include Still Life
Drawing Self Portraits Fruit Drawing a spherical Self portraits
object .
Drawing eye/ hand
Nature details
Strand Linkage with aistear | Linkage with artists Linkage with artists Linkage with artists
Paint and and artists
Colour
Strand Hessian Potato carvings Link with William
Print Morris
Strand Pumpkins- shaping, | Pinch pots Coil pots Tiles with cross
Clay rolling, pinching hatching and slip
work
Strand Aistear Viking boats (Year A) | 6™ papier maché/

Construction

construction crafts

Planes (Year B)Emelia
Earhart

Japanese lanterns

Modroc Halloween
wine bottle crafts

Santa’s grotto Junk
Art construction

Strand People collages Collage work- The Yarnbombing-pom Designer Junk
Fabric and Farm/ Seasons/ poms, plaiting Couture
Fib Felt work
lore Under the Sea )
. o Cross stitch coasters
Hessian printing
ICA crafts**
Artists, Cerat- Pointilism Mondrian William Morris (Year | Mark Kavanagh (Year
Styles and B) B)
Sculptors Van Gogh- Hundert Wasser-
Sunflowers 2D/3D shapes Kandinsky (Year Frida Kahlo (Year B)

Jackson Pollock-
splat art

Matisse

Aboriginal Art (Year
A)

Communion Art (Year
A+B)

B)Jack B Yates (Year
B)

Giuseppe Arcimboldo
(Year A)

Picasso- Cubism (Year
A)

Romero Britto (Year
A)

Jack Lowry Stickmen
(Year B)

Edvard Munch-
Scream (Year B)

Hokusai- The Great
Wave (Year A)

Salvador Dali (Year A)

Ray Lichtenstein
(Year A)







